Christingle

Come and join the fun at the week’s interactive All Age
service. Make your own Christingle to take home, and find
out more about how it reminds us that Jesus is the light. In
the bags there are sweets, red ribbon and toothpicks, as well
as an orange and a candle. What do they all represent?
Come along and find out!
Other Services this week:
Sunday 9:15am Holy Communion
and Wednesday 10am Holy communion

Eco Church

As part of our Eco Church
commitment to caring for creation,
we are running our first Eco Church
session on Saturday 21st Jan,
2-4.30pm. We will be making bird
nesting boxes and fat balls whilst
reflecting on God’s care for birds. We wish to repurpose old wood and need your
help. Do you have any spare wood, 10-20cm wide, that is unpainted and not
chemically treated, we can use? For more info contact Jacob or Jo on
eco@eastleakechurch.org or 07877 520 347.

Hope for the New year

At our Christmas services we
launched Hope Explored with a
video reflection on the search for
hope and how we feel about the
future. You can watch the video
message again online at online

https://eastleakechurch.org/hope

Thank you A big thank you to everyone who
has helped out with this year’s Christmas
services and events: both up front, behind the
scenes and with decorating and cleaning the
church. So much goes into Christmas at St Marys
and we really appreciate everyone’s contribution.

A prayer for faith

A simple pattern of prayer for the week ahead.
Opening Words

‘All nations shall come to your light, and kings
to the brightness of your rising.’
Isaiah 60:3

Pause for reflection as we offer the day to God.

Creator of the heavens, who led the Magi by a
star to worship the Christ–child: guide and
sustain us, that we may find our journey’s end
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Bible Reading

Friday:

Matthew 3.13–17

Saturday:

Isaiah 42.1–9

Sunday:

Isaiah 43:1-7

Monday:

Acts 10.34–43

Tuesday:

Acts 19.1–7

A prayer for the sick

Pray Lord for those who are wearied on
life journey, Either in body, mind. we
asked you to strengthen and hold them,
renew their courage and provide for
their needs. maybe know the healing
found in you both in this world and in
the world to come. Amen
Add your own prayers or say the Lord’s Prayer

Final prayer

Wednesday: 1 Peter 3:18-22
Thursday:

Holy spirit, guide all those who are
seeking answers, but have not yet found
faith in your son. Work in the hearts of
those who are confused, cynical, or
disillusioned, and may thai new year be
on in which we all grow in your gifts of
faith, hope and love . Amen

1 John 5.6–9

This week’s readings reflect on ‘the baptism of Jesus’ - one
of the traditional themes for this first week of Epiphany.

Collect for the day

Lord God, the splendour of God whom
the nations seek: may we who with the
wise men have been drawn by your light
discern the glory of your presence in
your Son, the Word made flesh, Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Heavenly Father, at the Jordan you revealed
Jesus as your Son: may we recognize him as
our Lord and know ourselves to be your
beloved children; through Jesus Christ our
Saviour. Amen
A prayer for our NHS

Sovereign Lord, you gave human beings
wisdom, in order that we might know the right
thing to do, when no clear path is before us.
Pour out that gift now, upon all those working
in our health service, at every level. May they
be sustained through the heartbreaking and
stressful situations they encounter. May they
find unexpected relief and miraculous
provision for the needs they face. And may
genuinely wise and effective plans be put in
place, for the good both of NHS staff and of all
patients and families. Amen.

Revd Mary’s dog Jack, ‘inspecting’ the
christingle party bags - all ready for this
sunday's all age service, 11am St Mary’s

